
 

 

TAKING BACK DEMOCRACY ONE STEP AT A TIME 
 
The Homeless Coalition will be part of an emerging local 
coalition that is sponsoring a workshop on Friday May 15th 
entitled "Taking Back Democracy One Step At a Time." 
Focusing on the opportunity to bring about a fair redistricting 
process in Ohio, the workshop will take place at Christ Church 
Cathedral, 318 East Fourth Street, from noon to 2:00PM. The 
coalition also plans to address "big money's" growing 
dominance in politics. 
 
Applied Information Resources is organizing this informal 
coalition that currently includes the League of Women Voters, 
the Interfaith Workers Center, the Woman's City Club, 
Common Cause, and the Homeless Coalition. Modeled after 
the Fair Elections Coalition that worked effectively on a reform 
City Charter Amendment from 2000-2002, the new alliance 
seeks to take on "Big Money" in politics and gerrymandered 
election districts, the two practices that are doing great 
damage to democracy in this country.  The first major 
potential reform looming before Ohio reformers is the chance 
to fix the highly flawed state redistricting system, and this 
opportunity sets the focus for the workshop on May 15th. 
 
Ohio is one of the most gerrymandered states in the nation. 
With Republican elected officials completely in charge of the 
redistricting process in 2011, they created districts that 
insured whopping majorities for their Party in the Ohio 
General Assembly and Congress. A failed grassroots initiative 
in 2012 left reformers discouraged about future prospects, but 
then came the less sweeping but still significant redistricting 
reform proposal that was passed by the Ohio House and 
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Senate last December. Known as Issue 1, this proposed State 
Constitutional Amendment will be on this fall's ballot. 
 
Issue 1, then, takes center stage at the May 15th workshop. 
Catherine Turcer, Policy Analyst for Common Cause/Ohio will 
provide an overview of the specific contents of the proposed 
Constitutional Amendment. Her nuts and bolts analysis will 
explore the strengths and weaknesses of the proposal while 
depicting why it would eliminate the unfair, skewed state 
districts we have today. Next, Richard Gunther, Professor 
Emeritus of Political Science, Ohio State University, will 
describe the behind the scenes decisions and political 
maneuvers that brought about the necessary legislation last 
December, and he will discuss why he thinks Issue 1 includes 
the criteria to be effective. Finally, a panel comprised of Alice 
Schneider of the League of Women Voters, Sandy Theis of 
Progress Ohio, Gavin Leonard of One Ohio Now, and Sam 
Gresham of Common Cause/Ohio will talk about why their 
organizations are supporting this proposal. 
 
Why should organizations like the Homeless Coalition get 
involved in political reform? What do these reforms have to do 
with assisting individuals and families and providing affordable 
housing? "If one compares the rise of big money in 
campaigns and the perfection of gerrymandering with the 
fraying of the public safety net over the last twenty years," 
notes Justin Jeffrey, StreetVibes Editor and member of the 
Common Cause/Ohio board, "one begins to understand the 
connections. We need to get back to a system where elected 
officials focused on serving average people with their 
problems and needs rather than spending their time 
cultivating Fat Cats." 
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The May 15th Workshop at Christ Church Cathedral is free 
and open to the public. For more information or to reserve a 
lunch, call 381-4994. 
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