
 
 
 
 FRACKING IN OHIO: A NEW REPORT EXPOSES THE NATURAL GAS 
INDUSTRY’S  USE OF MONEY TO INLUENCE POLICY IN COLUMBUS 

 
A new report shows why environmentalists 
and citizens who want to protect their 
communities and farms from natural gas 
drilling known as “fracking” are ignored by 
the Ohio General Assembly. Common 
Cause/Ohio just released “Deep Drilling, 
Deep Pockets,” a report that depicts the 
influence of political contributions by the 
natural gas industry on members of the 
Ohio House and Senate. During the last two 
years, this industry made nearly $2-million 
in political contributions to State 

Representatives and Senators. 
 
During this same time period, proposed legislation that would have required the fracking 
industry to disclose the chemicals they were using to release underground natural gas got 
nowhere in the General Assembly.  Even Governor Kasich’s “fracking tax proposal” was 
soundly rejected by the two bodies. Although some of the political contributions of the 
natural gas industry went to Democratic lawmakers, the bulk of this money flowed to 
Republicans who control the State House. 
 
The report also concludes that the $2-million in political contributions constituted only 
one aspect of the natural gas industry’s use of funds to influence Ohio state government. 
Under Ohio’s weak disclosure law for lobbyists, the industry reported $43,000 for 
lobbying from 2011 to 2012. Meanwhile, a tougher disclosure law in Pennsylvania 
revealed that the same industry reported $12.7-million for lobbying in that state. Ohio’s 
inadequate law fails to even require the disclosure of the salaries paid to lobbyists. 
 
The report calls for the enactment of a much stronger and more thorough lobbying law 
for Ohio. “We deserve to know how much power lobbyists have in our state capitol,” 
declared Catherine Turcer, Common Cause/ Ohio’s staff person in Columbus. “This is 
especially true for an issue like fracking whose impact will be felt for decades.” 


